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NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER;

THE NATIONAL ANNIVERSARY,
.which vu celebrated on Friday week, was, in its

important incidents, the fineness of the weather,^nd
iie reedom (rem fall untoward occurrences, perhaps
the moat iMerestmg and agreeable ever enjoyed in
'this metropolis.
The day was ushered in by-salutes of artillery

frojn different points of the city., and, as the.glorious
sun gilded our tallest spires and-shed4 lustre on the
d'ome of the Capitol, it was welcomed by a'display*
o<f National Flags and the ringing of bells from the
vario u«<ch*rches and engine houses, Theiransac-
tion of -secular business was forgotten, and at an

earl y hour oar whole population were engaged in

pre prorations fcr a joyous observance of a day which
for nred so important an epoch in the hislcry of our

co uotry and of the world.
To the'Tcmperance army was assigned the ear-

li er ceremonies, and by-eight o'clock their Hall on
IJ -street wac thronged with a large and respectable
I wrtion of .cur fellow-citizens. A procession was

: icccrdingly formed as follows--;
The Grand Division of the District of Colee.bia.
Membertcf the Grand Division of tbe 8tatc of Virginia.
¦Members of the Grand Division of the Statu of Maryland.
Timothy-Division ; Potomac' Division ; Oryetal Fount Di-

Jtiaioo ; *Haward Division; Equal©ivision . Northern Liber-
5<iafr Division ; and Mount Vernon Division.

¦The battalion of the Httle Cadets of Temperance formed

yiso quite cn interesting part in the line.
With the members all clothed in-regalia, bearing

;Hheir -several banners, and accompanied by fins
^martial, music, the body proceeded 4o Pennsylvania
^avenue, where the delegation from the Grand Divi¬
sion of Pennsylvania, with their noble block of
Janarble for the Washington Moncment, were for¬
mally received.

The line of march was then taken up for the
jJVfenument, proceeding along Pennsylvania avenue

]to Fourteenth street, and thence direct to " Monu¬
ment Place," where the block was drawn in front

Jof the xMonument, at the foot of the flag-staff, over

which was displayed the National banner. On a

near was the Presi»ent of the United
^States, Major-General Scott, and other dwtrcguish-
.ed. Officers of the Army; the officers and other
.members of the Board of Managers of the ^ Wash¬
ington National MonumentGeorge Washing¬
ton Parke CusT*s,Esq.; General Walter Jones,
«»d a number of other aged citizens. The Tem¬
perance divisions having been formed around, so

that all could conveniently witness the proceedings,
A. F. Cunningham, ) Esq., P. G. W. P. of the Or¬
der, introduced to President Fillmore and the Of¬
fers and Managers of the Monument Association
the gentlemen who represented the Order of the
Sor.s of Temperance of the State of Pennsylvania.
They were R. M. Foust, Doctor Van Di ke, and
T. W. Marchmbmt. After a cordial interchange
t>f salutations, and a hasty glance at the elegant
memorial which they had brought hither, Mr. Cun-
pnncham addressed the President and company at
eome length. This appropriate address was fol¬
lowed by one fromR. M< Foust, Esq., chairman of
the- Pennsylvania delegation, in which he stated
that the block was hewn out of the quarries at
'Valley Forge," a. place ever dear to every patriot.

The conceptions ef its presentation to that noble
column were purely national; he furnished a full
desetiption of the devices so exquisitely carved up¬
on it, and eloquently argued the extent and immense
benefits to the world of the Sons of Temperance.
In conclusion, Mr. Foust asked their acceptance of
the gift.

President Filmore, -with characteristic dig¬
nity, remarked that the Board of Managers had
devolved upon him the duty of receiving the beauti¬
ful bloek of marble which was thus presented by
the Sons of Temperance of the State of Pennsylva¬
nia. It afforded him peculiar pleasure, to perform
that duty; and hie friend 'Gen. Walter Jones,
on behalf of the Managers, would reply to the elo¬
quent addresses which had been made.

Gen. JaNEs advanced, and in a patriotic and
eloquent -manner reviewed the motives Which had
prompted the presentation of such a memorial,
and, on auok a day, their high appreciation of it;
and ably did the venerable orator establish the
claims of the Temperance cause as one of the chief
wirtues of every patriotic, well-regulated commu¬

nity. Though brief, this was one of the learned
gentleman's beet speeches, and cannot fail, we

think, to produce a salutary effect upon all <who
heard it.
The venerable Mr. Corns was then introduced

to iLe visiters; all the aeeemblage took another
survey of the e<mly prewnt, Md lhe 0(;ee.
won resumed it* ma,eh to anile in the further co-
remontes of the day at the Capitol.

Whilat these ceremonies were in progress at the
west endot Washington, thousands of visiters from
Georgetown, Alexandria, Prince George's, Mont¬
gomery, Virginia, and Baltimore poured' in by|
every kind of conveyance. A very large propor-
tion of these hastened to the Capitol, in hopes to
secure an eligible place from which to hear
Mr. Webster'* speech; others again pressed
their way to the City Hall, to witness the first
moving of the procession ; and, besides these, as

was abundantly testtfed, every house on the route

indicated by the published programme was

crowded to excess by anxious and enthusiastic
spectators.
* In the large Council Chamber of the City Hall
were assembled the President of the United
Statee, the Member! of the Cabinet, Officers of

the Army and Navy in foil uniform, the Mayor
and Members of the Corporation, and various civil
officers-.

At the appointed hour the various bodies were

drawn into line. The First Divisioa was preceded
by the Marshal of the District of Coiu'mbia, Richard
Wallach, Esq., and his Aids. The Military Escort
consisted of the Mechanical Ar tillerists, Capt.
Duffy, of Alexandria; Washing*on Light Infantry,
Capt. Tate ; National Blues, Capt. Cheskey, from
Baltimore; National Greys, Capt. Peter Bacon ;

Walker Sharpshooters, under command of Lieut.
Birkhead ; and the Columbian Riflemen, Major
McAllister, from BaUimore. We have never

witnessed, under such shert notice, a finer display
of our volunteer companies ; the Washington Light
Infantry Band deserve high credit for their recent

improvement, and the ^Sharpshooters paraded their
fine new set of musical instruments for the first
time. The > visiting companies from Baltimore,
though few in number, attracted considerable at¬

tention. The battalion was under eommand of
Gen. John Mason, aided by Majors Keyworth
and fiiLuv, and Capt. Tate, of the Infantry.
The array of Officers of the Army and Navy

was on,e of the most imposing features of the
pageant, including amongst them thirty or forty
brsve veterans, many of whom had faithfully spent
the flower of their lives in the service of their
cocn'nry, with the Commander-in-Chief Scott at

the head of the Military Division, and Commodore
Morris at the head of the Naval, all in full uniform.
When again will our countrymen be favored with
an opportunity like that ? The remainder of the
military part of the procession consisted of Offi-

j cers of the several States and Territories ; Officers
and Soldiers of the Revolution; and Officers and
Soldiers of the War of 1812.
Then came the Civic Procession, composing the

second, third, fourth, and fifth divisions of the

programme. The second division was under Dr.
William B. Maorcder, as Marshal, and was ar¬

ranged in the following order :

Persons present at lbe laying of the corner-stone of tbe Capitol
in 1793.

President of the United States and Mayor of the city.
Heads of ^Departments.

Cabinet Members of former Administrations.
Committees of Public Buildings -of the Senate and House of

Hepresentativee, Architect of Capitol, Commissioner
of Public Buildings.
Heads of Bureaus.

Judges of tbe United States Courts.
Judges of State Courts.

Chaplains of the <3 let Congress.
The Reverend Clergy of the District.

Delegations from States and Territories.
Washington Monument Society.

Membeva of the Smithsonian Institution.
Members of .National Institute.

Ev-Msgrors of tbe City of Washington.
Ys*s C orporate authorities of Alexandria, Georgetown, and

Washington.
Members of the Society cf Cincinnati.

The third division consisted of the Fraternity of
F ree and Accepted Masons, who were attired in the
regalia of the Order, bearing its various emblems*
end forming a distinct feature in the pageant. Then
followed the Order of the Sons of Temperance,
inch iding their Grand and Subordinate Divisions,
withi banners,.&c., as before described.

With a view .to aid the numerous and finely
mounted Marshals to. guard the procession front
ann oyance toy horses or -vehicles, with which the
entire space of Pennsylvania avenue would other¬
wise have been thronged, a large body of the
Auxiliary Guard.and other Policemen were assign¬
ed to the line.

In about thirty minutes the Procession entered
the north gate of .the

^ Capitol grounds, and were

dra wn up in order around the excavation for the
Corner Stone. The President of the United
Stattes, attended by Waltkr Lenox, Esq., Mayor
of t he city of Washington ; the Heads of Depart¬
ments ; the ^Officers of the Army and Navy;
George Washington Parke Cusvir, Esq.; the
¦.Reverend Clergy.; 'the Masonic Order, and as

man y others -as the limited space would accom-

mod ate, occupied the site of the contemplated
-edifioe.

After a salutatory by the Marine .Band, and
order beit^ proclaimed, the Rev. C.JC. Butlec,
D. D., Rector of Trinity Cburch, and Chaplain
of the Senate, opened the ceremonies by address¬
ing to the Tyrone of £ race the following fervent
and impresewe,prayer:
-Almighty and immortal Gcd, King of kings *nd Lord of

lords, our creator, redeemer, and bountiful benefactor, we
bow before therein,adoration, thanksgiving, pt*v«r, and praise.
Than hast given us life ; thou hast sent thy son Jesus Christ
to-'cave ns from sin -and declb ; thou bast surrounded us
wi<b the means ofgrsce.and set beforeas the bopee. of glory.
Make js, wo beseech thee, partakers of thy p&cdoaing love.
Give os grace thankfully to aozept thy .mercy and^carnestly
to do thy will.

We>Meee thee. heavenly. Falter, for all thy mereke to aa
as a nation. Thoujirt a strong tower to.-bose who fear thy
name. Oar faibera trusted io thee, and were delivered.
They ha^edeclared aato ua the noble work* which than didst
in their drya and in the.old time »before them. Tboc didst
plaot then in a goodly heritage ; tboa dkLt unite theai in
chair hour -of peril; the-u didUt cover their bead* and erown
them with victory in the day of battle ; thou hast carried ua,
their children, forward to this fcappy day in fcaternal usjon,
prosperity, and peace. We beaeecb thee to continue these
tby ttJeniqga.to op and to the generations that aball come after
ua. Let thfiteat bleating* reaten oar beloved Chief Magis¬
trate, the President of the United States. Give to our law¬
givera wisdom to devise and fideJity to execute such measures
aa shall promote the public "iruie, harmony, and weal.
Blesa our Governors, Legislatures, Judaea, Military and
Naval Officer*, all who diacharge puWic trust*. Grant
that all estatea of men throughout our land* in their severs!
vocation* and ministries, may do thy aviU and win tby Hew¬
ing, that peace and happiness, truth and juetioe, religion and
piety maybe eetablkhed among ua for all generation*.
We thank thee, heavenly Father, for thia day.for ihe

aaerciea which it -commemorates, and the merciea which it
brings. We Mesa thee that thou didat prosper the purpose*
and answer the prayers of our fathers, who, on thia day, de¬
clared themselves and their country free. We thank thee for
oar broad land, our jaet Constitution, our good lawa, oar
regulated freedom, our Union, oar prosperity, and oar
puce. W* thank thee that we are permitted on thia auapi-
cious day to lay the corner-alone of an extended Capitol to
meet the wanta of our enlarged land. Prosper thou the
work of our hande upon us, oh Lord oar God ! Grant that
ae we lengthen oar eorde we may atrengtben oar etakee.
Let our liberty aver be gnided by law, our knowledge by reli-
|ion, oar power by justice, by mercy, and by peace. May
we never oae oar freedom ae a cloak of maliciouaneaa or
licentiousness, but remember alwaya that " where the apirit of
the Lord it there ia liberty." Preserve the State* of tbia
Confadiracy in perpetaal anion. Let not the ephit of pride,
or of fake teal, or of wicked miecbief, unbind or break the
bonda which make them one. Let the comer-atone of this

Capitol and the corner-stone of the Union of throe States
both reel (table and strong, until they shall be ahaken and
broken by the throes of the resurrection morn ! Oh, God,
our God| and our father's God, we entreat thee by thy multi¬
plied mercies to us in the past, by the momentous interests
of the present, by all our fond hopes of future good for our-

aelve*, our children, our country, and the world, we entreat
tbee to preserve the 8tates of this Union forever free and
forever one ! Smile, heavenly Father, upon the exercises of
this day, in this place, and over all our beloved land. Pre¬
serve and bless those who are engaged in them. Hay hal¬
lowed and happy influences attend the celebration of this
Anniversary more and more, from age to age. Gracioualy
accept our aervices and prayer, and freely pardon all out
personal and national tranagresaions, for the sake of Jesus
Christ, our Saviour. Amen !
Thomas U. Walter, architect of the new build¬

ing, then took a surrey of the stone and deposited,
therein a glass jar, hermetically sealed, which con¬

tained a variety of valuable historical parchments,
the coins of the United States,.a copy of the Oration
to be delivered by the Secretary of State, newspa¬
pers of the day, and other memorials.
The corner-stone of the new Capitol edifice was

then, with great dignity and solemnity, laid by
Millard Fillmore, President of the United States,
after which he gave way to the Masonic Fraternity.
Their services were opened with an excellent prayer
by their Grand Chaplain, the Rev. Charles A.
Davis. The " corn of nourishment, the wine of
refreshment, and the oil of joy," were severally de¬
posited, according to the peculiar observances of the
fraternity, viz:
The Grand Matter examined the atone, applied the square,

level, and plumb, and pronounced it properly formed, and of
suitable material for the purpoee for which it we* intended.
He then placed upon it the corn, wine, and oil, aaying, as he
did ao, " May the all bountiful Creator bless the people of
this nation, grant to them all the necessaries, conveniences,
and comforts of life ; assist in the erection and completion of
this edifice, preserve the workmen from any accident, and be¬
stow upon us all the corn of nourishment, the wine of re¬

freshment, and the cil of joy." He then said, " with this
gavel, which waa used by the immortal Washington, at the
laying of the corner-stone of that Capitol, and clothed with
the same apron that he then wore, I now pronounce this cor¬

ner stone of this extension of that Capitol, well laid, true,
and trusty," accompanying the last words with three blows
of the gavel. He then presented to T. U. Walter, Esq ,

the architect, the working tools, being the square, level,
and plumb, accompanying the presentation with the follow¬
ing remarks :

"Mr. Architect: I now, with pleasure, preaent to you
these working tools of your own profession.the square, the
level, and the plumb. We, es speculative masons, use them
symbolically < you as an accomplished architect, well know
their use practically, and may the noble edifice, here to be
erected, under your charge, arise in its beautiful proportions,
t<> completion, in conformity with all your wishes, and may
your life and health be long continued, and may you see the
work go on, and the capstone laid under circumstances as

auspicious and aa happy as those under which this corner¬
stone is this day laid."
The line of the procession and the mighty multi¬

tude of people now changed positions nearer to the
front of the stand from whence the addresses were

to be delivered. Accompanied by the Marshals of
the- Day. the President and his esoert, with the dis¬
tinguished individuals already referred to, were con¬
ducted to seals upon the ioftjjr

¦ B. B. French, Esq., Grand Master of the Ma¬
sons, then appeared in front, (preceding Mr. Web¬
ster at his request,) and delivered the following
address:
Mr Masosic Bbithuk : I rise to address you on this

occasion, deeply oppressed with the circumstances which sur¬
round me.

8tandiog, as I do, in the presence of some of the most ex¬
alted men of this nation, and to be followed, as I am to be,
by one admitted by all as emphatically the orator of hi* lime,
and of whom I can truly say, " He it is who, coming after
me, is preferred before me, whose shoe's latchet I am not
worthy to unloose," you will believe me guilty of no affecta¬
tion when I aay I feel a diffidence which is 10 me unusual.

Still, as your Grand Master, I have a duty to perform, and
I shrink from no duty, under any circumstsnces. As has been
the custom of our revered Order on such occasions, I shall
proceed briefly to address you.

I am unable to conceive of a more interesting occasion than
this upon which we are here assembled, on this anniversary
of the birthday of American Freedom.
Here we are.the proud dome of our own Capitol towering

above us.assembled together from the North and the South,
from the East and the West, to perform a duty indicative,
in itself, of the growth and prosperity of this mighty nation.
On the 18th day ef September, 1793, was laid, by Gaonex

Washisgto*, President of the United Slates, and Grand
Master of Masons, at least on that occasion, the corner-stone
ef the msgnificent edifice-before us.

It was doubtless supposed that, when completed according
to tie plan then adopted, it would be of ample dimensions to
¦accommodate all the <wants of the people by whom it was to be
erected for ages then to com.

Fifty-eight years have elapsed, and in that comparatively
brief space in the ages of Governments we are called upon
to assemble here and lay the corner-stone of an additional
edifice, which shall hereafter tower up, reeling firmly on the
.trong foundation this day planted, adding beauty and mag*
.iritcde to the People's house, and illustrating to the World the
firm foundation in the People's hearts of the-principlesof free¬
dom, and the rapid growth of those principles on this Western
Continent.
ilfM, my brethren, -standing here, where, fifty-eight years

ago, Washington rteod, clo'bed in the same Masonic regalia
that be then wore, using the identical gavel that he used,
we heve assisted in laying the foundation of a new Capitol of
thesefcUnited State* this day,-as Solomon of eld laid the foen-
.dation of the temple of :the laving God. " Now, therefore,"
-says-tks historian Jesepfaus, "theking Isid the foundation of
-the-temple very deep an the ground, and the materials were
«trong.s:ones, and such as would resist the foree of time f"
e*d>wf, following thkeublime example, haveiaid here, deep
in the ground, and of «trong stones that jve trust will resist
the force of time, the foundations of a house wherein we hope.for lengthened years the representatives of a mighty peoplesfeeH legislate lor the glony, the iiappiness, and the good of
tnatpeop* :
When tbe corner-stane «f tbe edifice before us was laid, in

1798, theCi orernment was justly ^considered an experiment,
and the prediction was again.and;agein m\de, by those who,
thanfc God, turned out to be falae prcpbets, that it would fail;
"tbe wish-saae" doubtiese4'father to tbe thought l" but it
did no'.'fail! Tbe firat eeocusoftbeUoitcd States, in 17S1,exhibited a population of lee* than feur millions of aoula ( at
tbe time of-faying that corner-atom? there n-fre probably
something over four millions.; and new, in leae than sixty
year*, tbe number basincrsastd toupwwdsoftwenty million*
The predictions of failure by 4he fake prophets have them¬
selves utterly fail*), while tbe prayer baabeen answered and the
prophecy fulfilled which Waebiogton made on assuming tbe
duties of fteaideat, on the Mvh of April, 2769. He then of¬
fered op his " fer*eot aupplieationa totbat Almighty Being
who rules oaer the nniverse, who psesidss in tba councils of
¦ations, and whose ^providential aid can -supply every human
defrc , that Us benediction woolJ cooaecraCe to the liberties
aoi happiness of tbe people of tha United Htaws a Government
instituted by the¦seises for these sseential purposes; and
wosid enable every instrument employed in its administration
to escfute with earrssi the functions allotted to his charge."
Tbe ear of tbe Almighty was opened to that prsyer; it

was recorded in Hse*en; and from Washington down to the
present President of the United Sta'ea, who so worthily and
with so much dignity and honor fills the proud Mation thst
Washington filled, it has been answered, end every in¬
strument employed in the administration of this Government
bas executed with sucoees tbe fincUons allotted to his charge

After this supplication to the Most High, Washington ex¬

pressed his con viction " that (he CraodatioM of our national
policy will be MM in the pure and immutable principles of
private morality, and tha pre-emitMOee of a free government
be exemplified by all the attributes which can win tbe atac¬
tiona of its citixens, and oommand Ike respect of the work) "

..I dwell," said be, "on this prospect with evaiy satis¬
faction which an ardent love of my eountry cm inspire,
since there is no truth more thoroughly eetebliahed than that

there exieta in the economy and course of nature an indiaso-.
loble union between virtue and happiness, between dutj and
advaqte^e, between the genuine maxima of an honest and
magnanimous policy and the solid rewards of public prospe-.
rity and felicity i since we ought to be no leaa persuaded that
the propitious smites of Heaven can never be expected on a

nation that disregards the eternal rules of order and right
which Heaven itsell has ordained; and since the preservation
of the aacred fire of liberty and the destiny of the republican
model of government are justly considered as deeply, perhaps
ae finally, staked on the experiment entrusted to the handa of
the American people."
ThU propbic* has been fulfilled. " The foundations of

OOr national policy were laid in the pure and immutable prin¬
ciples of private morality," and the eternal rules of order
end right having bten regarded, the propitioue emiWs of
Heaven have beamed upon "the American people," to
whose handa the "experiment" waa entrusted. Prophecy
baa become feet, hope has become fruition, and the experi¬
ment on which the destiny of our republican model of govern¬
ment wee deeply and finally ataked haa bsen entirely euc-
ceeefuL * <,.

Bat, my brethren, we must for a raiment reverse this
night picture of the pM. Ae la the fabled mirror, when,
indar the pofcer of the magic wand, cloud* obecure the vie*
or a time, and difkness and daeolation thai from the behold-
ir'e eyo eome|*ene.of happiness and joy, an, within a abort
ime pest, has there been havering over the brightness of our
jdlitieel horizon the dark and dismal clouds of disunion, and
he time was, and that recently, " when the boldest bold his
neath" is anticipation of tho shock which waa expected to
>vembejrn the Republic.
Thanls to Almighty God, the good old ship of State

sreether*! the dangers that seemed about to overwhelm her,
ind, lik« that glorious old battle-chip the Constitution, she
has escaped the imminent danger* of " a lee shore," and is
now agtin, we hope and trust, in smooth water, with a cloud¬
less hojiion all around her. Heavsn works not on earth
without human means, and men and patriots were inspired
in our Jay of danger to cast themselves resolutely into the
breach tnd strike boldly for the Union. The names of Clay,
Webet#, Case, Foote, Cobb, Dickinson, Houston, Douglas,
and a koet of othcra, shall live in the history of the dark
storm through which we have just passed as the saviours of
thia gloriocs galaxy of American 8tates; their namea shall
stand in history aa the pillars of their country in the hour of
her darkest trial.

I know I shall be excused for saying that all save one of
those who«e names I have qoentioned are "brethren of the
mystic tie." He to whose eloquence jou are about>to listen
is, if I mistake not, the exception.
To <hese great, good, patriotic men, aided as they have

been by the Executive of the nation, in whoae every set a de¬
termination not to be misunderstood has been manifested to
preserve the Union, do we, as I firmly believe, under God,
owe the existence this day of these United States of Ameri¬
ca ! Thanks be to God ! thanks to them ! [Loud and long-
'continued applause.]

And now, my brethren, do we «ee nothing here, in these
ceremonies, on this octation, to cbecr us } Cold, indeed,
moat be our bearta if they can beat on in their regular pulsa-
tiooB while our eyes behold nothing but a plain rock of granite,
hewed and aquared, and our eari bear notbing further than
" it is a corner-stone."

I see in theae ceremonies, as it were, the spirit of Wash-
ington amongst ua, renewing the hopea and wishes and pray¬
ers that be never failed to offer in his lifetime for the perpetu¬
ation of this Union. In that corner-atone I perceive the seal
set to a renewed lease of the existence of this Union. Ltase,
did I say ? No; a deed of warrant in fee aimple, to have and
to hold to us and our heira and representativee forever !

In the erection of this new Capitol, adjoining the old one,
I aee Texas, and California, and New Mexico come in and
unite themselves to our old Union, and become one and the
lame with it i and, in leaving this old Capitol untouched, I we
the old Union, 8ou h Carolina and all, standing firmly,
)roudly, in its glorious atrength, unbroken and unbreakable ;
.id let us all firmly hope and pray ao msj it stand forever
AWD forever ! [Applause.]

Mr. Wbbiter then rose from a chair next to
President Fillmore, and approached the front of
.U»4Md. He wa. welcomed by the hearty cheers
of«tilialtitude, and proceeded to read the Address
which^e had prepared, a copy of which had been
depoaittd in the corner-stone. He did not, however,
confine/ himself to the manuscript, bnt occasionally
extemporized new thoughts ami other highly inte¬
resting reflections, which, together with the read¬
ing occupied him nearly two hours. The Speech,
as delivered, is as follows :

fsiLow-CiTizxira : I congratulate you, I give you joy,
on be return of this Anniversary ; and I felicitate you, alao,
on |ie more particular purpose of which this ever-memortble
day ias been chosen to witness the fulfilment. Hail! all
hailt I aee before and around me a maaa of faces, glowing
witH cheerfulness and patriotic pride. 1 aee thousands of

eyed turned towards other eyes, all sparkling with gratifica-
tionand delight. This is the New Wo*Id ! This is Ame¬
rica; And this is Washington, the Capital of the United
8tafca ! And where else, among the Nationa, can the sear

of government be surrounded, on any day of any year, by
tho* who have more reason to rejoice in the b'essings which

the] possess 'Nowhere, fellow cititens ^ assuredly, nowhere.
Let) us, then, meet this rising sun with joy and thanks-

givbg !
'this is that dty of the year which announced to mackind the

gre»t fact of American Independence. This fresh and brilliant
morning blesses our vision with another beholding of the

.Birthday of our Nation ; and we see that nation, of recent
origin, now among the most considerable and powerful, and

-spreading over the continent, from aea to aea.

i.mong the first colonists from Europe to this part of Ame¬

rica there were some, doubtlesa, who contemplated the dis¬

tort consequences of their undertaking, and who aaw a great
futility ; but, in general, their hopea were limited to the en¬

joyment of a safe asylum from tyranny, religious and civil,
to respectable subsistence, by industry and toil A thick

veil hid our times from their view. .But the progress of Aaae-
rita, however slow, could not but at length awaken genius,
aad attract the attention of mankind.

In the early part of the. next century, Biahop Berkeley,
who, it will be remembered, bad reeided for aome time in
Newport, in Rhode Island, wrote his well-known " Verses
on the Prospect of planting Arts and Lbarrtxs in Ame¬
rica." The last stanxa of this little Poem seems to have
been produced by a high poetical inspiration :

¦*« Westward the course of empire takes its way ;
The four first acta already past,

A fifih shall cloae the drama with the day :

Time'a noblest offspring ia the laat."
This extraordinary prophecy may be considered only at the

reful i of Iorg f reaight and uncommon sagacity ; of a fore-
sight and sagacity stimulated, nevertheless, by excited feeling
and h*h enthusiasm. So clear a vision of what America
would become was not founded on square miles, or on exist¬
ing numbers, or on any vulgar laws of statistics. It was sn

intuitive glance into futurity ; it was a grand conception,
attong, aadsnt, glowing, embracing ail time since tbe creation
of tbe world, and all region* of which that world is com¬

posed ; and judging of the future by just analogy with the
past. And the inimitable imagery and beauty with wbich the
thought ia expreaeed, joined to the conception itself, render it
oa<e of the mast striking passages in our language.
¦On the day*f tbe declaration of Independence our ilius-

tri*us fathers performed the first act in this drama.en act, in
real important infinitely exceeding that for which the great
£a^t«b poet invoked

" A mua* of fir%
A kingdom for a stage, prioces to act,
And meaarchs to behold the swelling scene

The Muse ineptring our Fathers was the Geniusof Liberty,
ail on fine with a aenae of oppression, and a resolution to

throw it off* the wbola world was the s:age, and higher cha¬
racters than princaa trod it * and, instead of monarchs, coun¬

tries, and nations, and the ago beheld the swalliog scene.

How well tha character* were cast, and bow well each acted
bia part, and what emotions tke whole performance excited,
let history, now and hereafter, tall.
At a subsequent period, but before the declaration of Ioda

pendence, tha Bishop of 8t. Asaph published a DWxourse, in
which the following remarkable passages are found ;

" It is difficult for man to look into the Jes iny of future
agea j the design* of Providence »re too vast and complicated,
and our own (towers are too narrow to admit of much sa:ia-
fac'ion to our cuiority. But, when we see many great and
powerful tausts constantly at work, we cannot dvubt of th?ir

producing proportionable eff c's.
" The colonies in North America hate not only taken root

and acquired strength, but seem hastening with an accele¬
rated progress to such a powerj ul State as may introduce a

tuui and important change in human affairs.
" Descended from ancestors of the most improved and en¬

lightened part of the okl world, they receive, as it were by
inheritance, all the improvements and discoveries of their mo¬
ther country. And it bappena fortunately for them to com¬
mence their flourishing State at a time when the human un¬

derstanding has attained to the free use of its powers, and has
learned to act with vigor and certainty. They may avail
tbem«elves not only of the experience and industry, but even

of the errors and mistake* of former days. Let it be consi¬
dered for how many ages a grast part of the world appears
not to have thought at all; how many more they have been
busied in forming systems and conjectures, while reason has
been lost in a labyiinth of word*, and they never item to

have suspected on what frivolous matter* their mind* were

employed.
" And let it be well underUocd what rapid impiovtments,

what important discoveries have been made, in a few y«ars,
by a few eountriee, with oar own at their head, which bare
at laat discovered tit* right method of u*ing their faculties.
" May we not reasonably expect that a number of pro¬

vinces, possessed of these advantage#, and quickened by mu¬

tual emulation, with only the common progress of the human
mind, should very considerably enlarge the boundaries of
science ?
" The vast continent itself, over which they are gradually

spreading, may be considered as a treasure yet untouched of
natural productions that shall hereafter aff>rd ample matter
for commerce and contemplation. And if we reflect what a

stock of knowledge may be accumulated by the constant pro¬
gress of industry and observation, fed with fresh tupplies from
the stores of nature, assisted sometimes by those happy strokes
of chance which mock all the powers of invention, and some-

timea by those superior characters which arise occaaionally to

inatruct and enlighten the world, it is difficult even to ima¬
gine to what height of improvement their discoveries may
extend.
"And perhaps they may make as considerable advances

in the arts of civil government and the conduct of life.
We have reason to be proud, and even jealous of our excel¬
lent constitution ; but those equitable prmciples on which it
was formed, an equal representation, (the best discovery of
political wisdom,) and a just and commodious distribution of

power, which with us were the price of civil wars and tbe re¬

wards of the virtues and sufferings of oar ancestors, descend
to them as a natural inheritance, without toil or pain."
" But mutt they rest here, as in the utmost effort ofhu¬

man genius ? Can chance and lime, the wisdom and the
experience of public men, suggest no new remedy against
the evils which vices and ambition are perpetually apt to cauae *

May they not hope, without preaumptioD, to preserve a

greater zeal for piety and public devotion than we hive done ?
For cure it can hardly happen to them, as it'bas to us, that
when religion is best understood and rendered most pure and
reasonable, tbat then thoold be the precise lime when many
ceaae to believe and practice it, and ail in general become most
indifferent to it >

" May they not possibly be more successful than their mo¬

ther country has been in preserving tbat reverence and au-

thority which is due to the lawa? to those who make, and
to those who execute them } May not a method, be invent¬
ed of procuring some tolerable share of the comforts of life
to tho*e inftrior useful ranks of men to whose industry we

are indebted for the whole ? 'lime and ditcipline may
discover some means to correct the extreme intqualities of
condition between the rich and the poor, so dangerous to
the innocence and happiness of both. They may fortunate¬
ly be led by habit and choice to despise tbat luxury which
is considered with us the true enjoyment of wealth. They
may have little relish for tbat ceaaelesa hurry of amusements
which ia pursued in this country without pleasure, exercise,
or employment. And perhaps, after trying some of our

follies and capricee and rejecting the reel, they mar be led
by raaaon and experiment to that old simplicity which was

fiifat pointed out by Nature, and has produced those
models which we still admire in arte, eloquence, and man¬

ners. The diversity of new scenes and situations, which
so many growing States must necessarily pass through,
may introduce changes in the fluctuating opinions and
manners of men which we can form no conception of; and
not only the gracious disposition of Providence, but the vifi
ble preparation of causes, seems to indicate strong tenden-
ciee towards a general improvement."

Fellow-cititens, this " gracious disposition of Providence"
and this "visible p-eparation of causes" at length brought on

the hour for decisive action. On the 4th of July, 1776, the

Representatives of the United States of America in Congress
assembled declared tbat these United Colonies are, and of

right ought to b**, ran ajcd ihdkpimdeht States.
This declaration, made by most patriotic and resolute men,

rusting in the justice of their cause and the protection of
Heaven, and yet made not without deep solicitude and anx¬

iety, bat now stood for seventy-five yeara, and still stands.
It was sealed in blood. It has met dangers, and overcome

tbem ;*it has had enemies, and it baa conquered them ; it has
had detractors, and it has abashed them all; it has bad doubt¬
ing friends, but it haa cleared all doubts away ; and now, to¬

day, raiaing its august form higher than the clouds, twenty
millions of people contemplate it with hallowed love, and the
world beholds it, and the consequences which have followed
from it, with profound admiration.

This anniversary animates, and gladdens, and unite* all
American hearts. On other days of the yesr we may be
party men, indulging in controversies, mote or less important
to the public gdod ; we may have likes and dislikes, and we

may maintain our political differences, often with warm, and
sometimes with angry feelinga. But to-day, we are Ameri¬
cans all; and all nothing but Americana. Aa the great
luminary over our beads, dissipating mists and fogs, now

cheers the whole hemisphere, so do the associations connect¬
ed with this day disperse all cloudy and sullen weather, and
all noxioua exhalations in the minds and feelings of true Am?-
ricans. Every man's beert swells within him ; every man's
port and bearing become somewhat more proud and lofty, as

he remembers that seventy-five years bav<? rolled away, and
that the great inheritance of liberty is still his : bis, undi¬
minished and unimpaired } hia in all its original glory ; his
to enjoy \ his to protect; and bis to transmit to future gene¬
ra'ions.

Fellow-citizens : This inheritance which we erjoy to-dsy
ia not only an inheritance of liberty, but of our own peculiar
American liberty. Liberty has existed in other times, in
othtr countries, and iu other forms. There bss been a Gre¬
cian liberty, bold and powerful, full of spirit, eloquence, and
fire { a liberty which produced muliitudes of great men, and
has transmitted one iamortal name, the name of Demo-
thenes, to posterity. But still it was a liberty of disconnecwd
States, sometimes united, indeed, by temporary leaguea and
coofederaci s, but often involved in wars betwefn.themtelves. j
Tbe sw^rd of Spar'aturneJ its sharpest edge against Athens, j
enslaved her, and devaatated Greece ; anJ, in her turn, Sparta
was compelled to bend before the power of Thebea. And let
it b« ever remembered, e»j«;itl!y let lbs tru.h sink deep ioio

all American minds, that it wu the w»*t or union among
her stveral S'.aiea which fi:.aiiy gave the mattery of all Greece |
to Philip of Macedon.
And tbere has a'ro t>een a Roman liberty, e proud, ambi-

tioua, domineering spirit, professing free ar.d popular primi-'
plea in Rome itself, but, even in the beat daya of the Republic,
ready to carry slavery and chains into her provinces, and
through every coun'ry over which her eagles could be borne. j
Who ever heard of liberty in Spain, or Gaul, or Germany, or

Britain in the daya of Rome > There was none such. Aa '
the Roman Empire declined, her province*, not instructed in
the principle* of fee popular government, cne after another
declined aiao, and when Rome heraelf fell in the ecd, all fell1
together.

I have said, gentlemen, that our inheritance ia an inherit¬
ance of American liberty. That liberty ia charscteria ic,
peculiar, and cl:ogether cur own. Nothing like it existed in
farmer times nor wae known in the moat enlightened States
of antiquity ; while with ua its principles have become in*
terwoven into (he minds of icd .vrdual men, connected with
oar daily opinions, and our daily habits, until it is, if I may
so aay, an element of aocial as well aa of political life ; and
the consequence », that to whatever region an American
citiaen carries himtei'f, be take* with bim, fully developed in
hie own understanding and experience, our American prin¬
ciple* and opinions, aed becomes ready at once, in co-operation
with others, to apply them to the formation of new Govern¬
ments. Of this, a most wonderful instance may be acen ia
the history of tbe SMatc of California.
On a former occasion I have ventured to reonurk that, "It

' i» wy difficult to establish a free conservative Government
. for tbe equal adrancemeot of all the interests of axiety.
. What haa Germany done; learned Germany, fuller of ancient
' lore than alt the world beside > What baa Italy d >ne '

' What have ihey done who dwell on the spot where Cicero
' lived } They have not the power of self-government which

. a common town-meeting, with u», possesses ?" " Yes,
' »«y, that tboee person# who have gone from oar town-
' meeting* to dig gold in California, are more fit to a
. Republican Government than any body of men in Germany
' or Italy ; because they have learned this one great Ieaten,
s that there ie no security without law, and that, under the
' circumstance* in which they are placed, where there ia no
' mili'ary authority to cut their throats, there ia no aovereign
. will but the will cf the majority ; that, therefore, if they
' remain, they must lubmit to that will." And this I believe
to be atiictly tnn.
Now, fellow-citizen*, if your patience will hold out, I wilt

venture, before proceeding to the mora appropriate and par¬
ticular dutiei of the day. to state, in a lew worda, what I
take these American political principles in substance to be.
They consist, ae I think, in the firat place, in. tha establish-
ment of popular Governments, on the basis of repteaentation;
for it is plain that a pure democracy, like that which existad
in aome of the States of Greece, in which every individual
had a direct vote in the enactment of all laws, cannot possi¬
bly exist in a country of wide extant This representation
is to be made as equal ae circumetancea will allow. Mow, this
principle of popular repreaenution, prevailing either in all the
branches of Governmenta, or in aome of them, has existed in
these Statee almost from the daya of the settlements at James¬
town and Plymouth ; borrowed, no doubt, from the example
of the popular branch of the Britieh Legislature. The repre¬
sentation of the people in the British House of Commons
was, indeed, originally very unequal, and ie yet not equal.
Indeed, it may he doubted whether the appearance of Knighta
and Burgesaes assembling on (he aummone of the Crown,
was not intended at fi at as an assistance and support to tha
Royal prerogative, in metten of revenue and taxation, rather
than as a mode of ascertaining popular opinion. Neverthe¬
less, representation bad a popular origin, and savored more

and more of the character of that origin, ae it acquired, by
slow degrees, greater and greater strength, in tha actual gov¬
ernment of the country. In fact, tha constitution of the
House of Common* was a form of representation, however
unequal; numbers were counted, and majorities prevailed ;

and when our ancestors, acting upon thie example, intro¬
duced more equality of representation, the idea aseamed a

more rational and distinct shspe. At anj rate, thia manner
of exercising popular power was familiar to onr fathers when
they settled on thia continent. They adopted it, and gene¬
ration has risen op after generation, all acknowledging it, and
becoming acquainted with its practice and its forms.
And the next fundamental principle in cur system is, that

the will of the majority, fairly expresaed through the means

of representation, shall have the force of law; and it ia quite
evidt nt that iu a country without Thrones or Aristocracies
or privileged castes or classes, there can be no other foundation
for law to atand upon. «

*

And, as the necessary result of this, the third element is, that
the law is the supreme rnle for tbe government of ail. The
great sentiment of Alcaus, so beautifully presented to us by
8ir William Jones, is absolutely indispensable to the con¬

struction and maintenance of our political systems :

" What comtitutei a State ?
Not high raiiM battlements or labored mound,

Thick wall or moated gate ;
Not cities proud, with spires and turrets crown'd f

Not buys and broad arm'd ports,
Where, laughing at the storm, rich navies ride;

Not starr'J and spangled courts,
Where low-brow'd baseness wafts perfume to pride.

No.Mix, high-minded Mm,
With powers as tar above dull brutes endued

In forest, bt?ke, or den,
As beasts excel cold rock and brambles rude :

M*n who their duties know,
But know their rights, and, knowing, dare maintain ¦,

Prevent the long-aim'd blow,
And crush the tyrant while they rend the chain :

These constitute a State ;
And SovKRiioit Law, that State's collected will,

O'er thrones and globes elate »

Sits empress, crowning good, repressing ill.**

And, finally, another mjst important part of the great
fabric of American liberty is, that there shall be written con-

stituions, founded on the immediate authority of the people
themselves, and regulating and restraining all the powers
conferred upon Government, whether legislative, executive,
or judicial.

This, fellow-citixens, I suppose to be . just summary of
our American principles, and I have on this occasion 'aught
to express them Id the plainest and in tbc fewest word* The
summary may not be entirely exact, but I hope it may be

sufficiently so to make manifest to the rising generation among
ourselves, and to those elsewhere who may choose to inquire
into the nature of our political institution*, the general theory
upon which they are founded. And I now proceed to add,
that the strong and deep-settled conviction of all intelligent
persons amongst us is, that in order to support a useful and
wise Government upon these popular principles, the general
education of the people, and the wide diffusion of pure mo¬

rality and true religion, are indispenaable. Individual virtue
is a part of public virtue. It is difficult to conceive how there
can remain morality in the Government when it ahall cease

to exist aming the people ; or how the aggregate of the po¬
litical institutions, all the orgabs of which consist only of
men, should be wise, and beneficent, and competent to in¬
spire confidence, if the opposite qualities belong to the indi¬
viduals who constitute those organs, and make up that ag¬
gregate.
And now, fellow-citizens, I take leave of this part of the

duty which I proposed to perform, and once more felicitating
you snd myself that our eyes have seen the light of this
blessed morning, and that our ears have beard the shouts
with which joyous thou«ands welcome its return, and joining
with you in the hope that every revolving year shall renew

these rejoicings to the end of time, I proceed to address you,
shortly, upon the particular occasion of our assembling here
to-day.

Fellow-citiiens, by the act of Corgress of 30th Septem¬
ber, 1850, provision waa made for the Extension of the Capi-
tol, according to such plan as might be approved by the Pre¬
sident of the United States, and the necrasary sums to be
cxpecded under his direction by such architect as he might
appoint. This measure was imperatively demanded (or the
use ol the Legislative aod Judiciary departments, the poblic
libraries, the occational accommodation of the Chief Execu¬
tive Magistrate, and for other object. No act of Coogress
incurring a large expenditure haa received more general ap¬
probation from the people. The Preaident has proceeded to

execute this law. He has approved a plan ; he has appoint¬
ed an architect; and all things are now ready for the com¬

mencement of the work-
The Anniversary of National Independence appeared to

afford an auspicious occasion for lsying the foundation stone
of ths additional building. That ceremony has now been
performed, by the President himself, in the presence and
view of this multitude. He has thought that the day and the
occasion made . united and an imperative call for some short
address to the people here assembled ; and it ia at his request
that I have appeared before you to perform that part of the
duty which was deemed incumbent on us.

Beneath the stone is deposited, among other things, a list
of which will be published, the following brief account of
t'je proceedings of this day, in my handwriting :
" On the m orning of the fi at day of the Sivsuty-sixth year

.of the Independence of thi United States of America, in the
'City of Washington, being the 4th day of July, 1851, this
4 stone, designed as the corner stone of the extension of the
' Cspitd, according to a plan approved by the Preaident, in
' pursuance of an act of Congress, was laid by Millard
' Fillmobi, P.eaident of the United Slate*, assisted by the
' Grand Master of the Masonic Lodges, in the presence of
' many members of Congress, of officers of the Executive
'and Judiciary Depart men's. National, State, and District,
'of officers of the army and navy, the Corporate authorities
* of this and neighboring cities, many aes <ciations, civil and
* military and masonic, officers of the Smiths -nian Institution
'and National Institute, professors of colleges and teachers of
. schools of the District, with their students sod pupils, and
' a vast c >ncourse of people from places near and remote, in-
'eluding a few surviving gentlemen who witnessed the lay-
'ing ol the corner-atone of the Capitol by President Wash¬
ington, on the eigh'eenth day of September, seventeen hun-
'dred and ninety three.

"If, thertfoie, it ahall be hereafter the will of God that
' this structure shall fall from its base, that its foundations be
* upturned, and this deposits brought to the eyes of men, be it
'then known that on this day the l^nion of the United States
' of America stands firm, tbst their Constitution still sxists
? unimpaired, and with all its original usefulness and glory <
. growing ev^ry day stronger and stronger in the affections of
* the great body of tbe American people, and ittracting more

. and more the admiration of the world. Aad all here as-

'serubleJ, whether belonging to public life or to prive'e life,
'with bearis devoutly thankful to Almighty God tor the
' preservation of the litxrty and happiness of the country,
. unite in sincere and fervent prayers that U>ia deposits, and
'the walls and arches the domes and lowers, the columns
'an! smabUtures now to b: erected over it may endure
«forever !
"God s*vr tii Usitbd States or Amcrica.

"DANIEL WEBSTER,
" Seerrtary of State of the United Statu*

Fellow-citixens : Fifty-eight years ego Washington stood
on this spot to execute t duty like thtt which has now


